Minutes of MASH Meeting; Mon 13th July 09

 Meeting held at the Black Bull; 7.30pm

Present: Sarah Miskell, Madeleine Moulden, Keith Cranfield, Steph Poole, Denise Naylor, Andy Dalton, Jane Woodburn, Caroline Meldrum.

Apologies: Phil Smith, Gill Hughes.

1) Presentation from Nutriculture Marketing Manager
Lea from Nutriculture talked to the group about how they could help MASH.  They supply `veg plots in a box’ which we can demonstrate at the fun day, we may be able to use their website to promote MASH and they can give us advice and support in growing fruit & vegetables.

2) Land update from Sarah
Discussions are still ongoing regarding land around Cliff’s Barn (Culshaws); we would need to rent the land from them and would need a grant application in order to pay for this. The benefits of this land would be good parking and good soil, but it is some way out of the village centre.
Action: Sarah to further investigate the land at Cliff’s Barn.
3) Fun Day Planning
Keith is planning to bring oranges, apples and lemons for children to plant the seeds in small pots and take home to grow.
We also need a display of information about MASH and possibly some sample designs of a garden so the public can see what a community garden may look like. Growing advice on leaflets to hand out would be useful.
Lea has offered to bring some `veg in a box’ kits as mentioned earlier for people to see how easy it is to grow veg even without a suitable garden.
Madeleine suggested a possible quiz –perhaps related to the plants we are planning to grow and bring to the fun day.
Andy has a marquee that we can use.
Steph has offered to sponsor the refreshments.
Action:  ALL- A practice run will be organised to set up the marquee at the next meeting.
Andy – To check 3D software at work to see if would be useful to produce a sample garden design.
Phil- To organise some T –shirts for the fun day.

4) Any other business
Denise and Madeline met with the parish council to discuss the MASH makeover idea. There are two areas of land which may need a makeover- land between the Methodist Church on New Street towards the stables and land behind the bench on the corner of New Street.
The issue of personal insurance was raised if we are working on the land on behalf of the parish council. Would we be covered by the Green Team?
The membership of City Farms and Community Gardens runs out at the end of this year and it has been suggested that we should use them to promote MASH and provide more publicity for the group if we can.

Action: Steph will take photos of both areas of land for the MASH makeover so we can decide what work needs to be done.

Andy- To produce some signs for the makeover

Next Meeting:  Sun 16Th August 2pm @ 36 Tarnbeck Drive.
September meeting- 21st Sept 7.30pm; Black Bull.

