Minutes of the 6th Meeting of the Mawdesley Green Team

Meeting held at the Black Bull on 16th April 2008

Present: 
Rod Collins (Chair), Peter Green (Secretary), Martin Trengrove (Treasurer), Graham Green, Tom Poole, Jo Woodhouse.

Apologies for absence: 
Andrew Lee-Smith

· Outstanding Actions from Previous Minutes


None.
· Latest news on Climate Change

[1] A brief discussion centred around a new warning on climate change by a leading NASA scientist.

· Structure, aims and management of the Team
[1] It was decided to set up a bank account with an ethical bank. The Co-operative Bank was chosen, signatories on the account will be PG, RC and MT. Banking can be undertaken at the local post office. 

Action: PG to arrange for the forms to be collected from the Bank and forwarded to MT.

[2] A draft constitution has been circulated. This will be finalised and then voted on at the Green Team’s first public meeting (date and time to be arranged).

Action: RC and MT to finalise the green team constitution.
· Ongoing Green Initiatives

[1] Tetrapak recycling – Jo Oliver from Chorley Borough Council has been pressing our case for a local recycling facility to be located at the Village Hall car park. So far this has been unsuccessful with an estimated cost from the logistics provider of £55 per week to service the bin. Jo will continue to explore other avenues but is not hopeful.
[2] Bio-fuel - The trial bio-fuel run was not successful and resulted in car problems for both MT and PG. MT in particular had a repair charge of over £300 during this period. Based on the findings to date it was decided not to pursue this option any further at this stage.

[3] “Eco Button” – TP has trialled the use of these and the consensus was that adjusting the power settings on the PC was more effective. 
[4] Kettle Filling and the Eco-Kettle - Mixed views from the team on the best approach. MT still having problems with the taste of the water from the Eco-Kettle. This topic will be included on our first newsletter.
[5] Renewable energy in the community – Given the availability of a £15k grant from LCC for use in this general area it was decided that we would investigate some potential projects with the local schools. This could take the form of Solar PV, Solar Thermal or Wind. 

Action: PG to talk to the local C of E school on Hurst Green. MT to talk with the local catholic school on Ridley Lane.
[6] Standardisation of plastic grades – it was decided to lobby the parish council on this topic.

Action: RC to generate letter to parish council.
· Promotional Issues and Actions

[1] No planned press releases at this stage.
[2] The talk at the local parish council meeting went well and received a good response on the day with subsequent positive feedback.

[3] The Green Team now has it’s own URL which is a sub-domain of the village website. The address is http://greenteam.mawdesley-village.org.uk. This is currently being kept up to date by TP.

[4] Chorley Borough Councils Smile Award, Jo Oliver has suggested that the Green Team is put forward for this award. The general consensus was that this should be put on hold until we have achieved some tangible projects.

· Green Team Newsletter
[1] Summer Newsletter to be issued by the end of June 2008, draft copy to be prepared by the end of May – ALL

GENERAL CONTENT (In no particular order)

· Introduction by the Chairman.  This will be changed to include a brief overview of the Team’s individuals profiles and initial aims - RC

· Mawdesley’s total energy consumption / CO2 output given in number of trees that would be required to be planted to offset the energy used each year – PG

· Hot tips to reduce energy consumption – ALL
· Section on future presentations i.e. Fun Day / Village Show etc. -??

· Food miles – how this effects CO2 output and how it can be reduced - JW

· Home Composting – Web Links to get a free bin and CO2 saved -??
· Request Ideas from the public with a view to either putting them on the Website or in the next newsletter etc.. - RC

· List of potential future projects – PG

· Website links on things like home insulation, grants available etc..

· Specific articles on Tetrapak, update on recycling etc..

· Link to our own Website

[2] Hot Tips will be circulated by e-mail and commented on prior to the next meeting. ALL
[3] All articles to be complete by the 7th May for compilation and discussion by the next meeting. ALL
[4] A web page will be created where all information / correspondence can be viewed prior to release

Action: TP to create and circulate URL and upkeep the page as new information comes along.

· Grants and Funding

[1] LCC grant – 15k available. PG and MT currently investigating community projects with the local schools, if this is successful then quotes will be sought for various RE projects (previously discussed) – Village hall may also be considered.

Action: PG/MT to approach local schools as a first step.

· Next Meeting – May 21st 2008
