MINUTES

Meeting of Mawdesley’s Green Team, 16/1/08
8.30pm at Black Bull

Present 
: Rod Collins and Peter Green

Apologies 
: Grahame Green

1. Introductions 
Both RC and PG are keen to reduce their carbon footprints, while encouraging other residents to reduce theirs. PG has already made some significant improvements in his home and RC has tried to bring his environmental concerns to bear on several projects within the village. RC’s business life has also been closely associated with these concerns.
Both felt it was time to form a campaigning group of like-minded people, based in Mawdesley, to help spread awareness to all concerned and further reduce the negative impacts of global warming.

2. Aims and motivations
Given that Global Warming is a real and imminent threat to our planet, action needs to be taken now, at all levels in society, to reduce the production of greenhouse gasses, while also reducing pollution and general waste. Many individuals have already made a good start, and this good practice now needs to be recognised and communicated to others, to encourage them to make their contribution. Besides helping to maintain the health of our planet, its people, fauna and flora, this local campaign will also bring financial benefits to all those who get involved.
A key aim of this initiative must be to bring together a core team of committed environmentalists who will act as a sustainable conduit for good practice, with links to other similar groups in the area. By this means, information will be exchanged and made readily available to all concerned, through a network of local, grass-roots, initiatives, using appropriate grants and other incentives to accelerate the process. In addition, some of the various savings that will inevitably result from these activities could be reinvested in this campaign to sustain and increase its effectiveness over the coming years.
Possible areas of interest : Home energy and waste, thermal insulation techniques, building standards and planning law, transport, study of waste streams, recycling, community-wide energy generation projects, new technologies, links with local authorities, links with other like-minded organisations, grant research and applications.
3. The structure of any sustainable entity or group
It was felt that the Green Team should comprise of at least 6 enthusiastic members with a fair knowledge of the issues or at least willing to learn.

Like most organisation, a constitution, officers and a bank account will be required, if the organisation is to be taken seriously by Local Government, grant providers and other outside bodies.

The use of grants and the recycling of energy savings will both be necessary to sustain this organisation over the 20+ years it is likely to be needed.
4. Promotional activities
There are many forums available for this organisation to make itself heard, including the internet and websites, leaflet drops, notice boards, public meetings, presentations and events, and combined events and initiatives with other organisations.
The group purchase and promotion of, say, low energy light bulbs and/or biofuels may also be a possibility, given adequate time and resources.
5. Particular environmental issues and opportunities
The UK Government is encouraging the use of bio diesel by allowing the tax-free consumption of 2,500 litres/annum/vehicle. Biodiesel is suitable for most car engines, particularly in summer, and retails at around 60p/litre.
Various companies sell electricity consumption meters to enable people to monitor their domestic use, with a view to making savings.

Energy saving ideas can be found through various forums, such as : 

www.itsnoteasybeinggreen.co.uk
http://www.greenercheaper.com/index.php
Wind turbine suppliers : 

http://www.provenenergy.co.uk/
http://www.navitron.org.uk/

Solar Heating :

http://www.navitron.org.uk/
Electricity consumption meters to enable people to monitor their domestic use, with a view to making savings :

http://www.navitron.org.uk/
http://www.windtrap.co.uk/Electricity_Monitors/Electrisave-OWL.htm?gclid=CPGCgYGJ_ZACFQeVMAodalACsA
http://www.ethicalsuperstore.com/tags/green-energy-meters/
Green energy sources :


http://www.onlinereview.org.uk/article/jessica20078846.htm

http://www.biodieselfillingstations.co.uk/approvals.htm
Other Community Initiatives :

Ashton Heys : http://www.goingcarbonneutral.co.uk/

Burscough?
6. Proposals for action
PG to make contact with a similar Groups in Burscough and Ashton Heys.

PG, RC and Grahame Green to identify at least 3 additional potential members and bring them to the next meeting, if possible.

7. Any other issues : None
8.  Date of next meeting : 8.30pm at the Black Bull on Wednesday 6th February 
(GreenTeammin0116.08)
